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line and hair oil manufacturers have been buying
the oil drained from airplane engines and have
had it refined. Most of this smells badly so more
perfume than ever is necessary to disguise it,"
said Mr. Nakai.
Equally an important product is hair dye.
A Japanese man or woman, until recently, would
not even consider allowing hair to become grey
unless his or her spouse had died. Nowadays,
modern chemical dyes are used, most of them
being applied at home, but previous to their inva-
sion of Japan, products such as Mr. Nakai pur-
veys were the only ones obtainable. Some con-
servatives still prefer them. In fact, it was just
at this juncture in our conversation that an elderly
woman entered the store and asked for some old
style bait blackening. Many country women still
use a mixture of lard and soot but more popular is
a preparation of soot and vegetable oil. This is
tubbed on in grease form and lasts until the hait
is washed. His customer complained of the ease
with which this type of colouring rubs off and was
delighted to find that Mr* Nakai has something
less exasperating on the market,
"You see they want to remain old-fashioned
bat are very glad of new inventions/* said Mr.,
Nakai after selling her samples of both the old